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M arket Leadership

Four Views from a 44th Floor Green Roof
1185 Avenue of the Americas in New York City is home to a world-class tenant roster
and ranks as one of the most efficient commercial office buildings in the nation, earning
the ENERGY STAR® label. It also earned a LEED Silver rating from the U.S. Green Building
Council. The 1.1 million sq. ft. office building is owned and managed by SL Green Realty
Corp., the largest commercial landlord in NYC and a leader in urban sustainability.
The real estate management company is working with tenants across its NYC portfolio
to achieve a 30-50% reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions over 10 years. This is
in response to Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 2017 Carbon Challenge for Commercial Owners and
Tenants. (The city’s overall goal is to reduce GHG emissions 80% by 2050.)
Green roofs offer many environmental advantages including reducing the urban heat
island effect and stormwater runoff. They filter pollutants in rainwater, and they remove
GHG emissions through dry deposition, carbon sequestration and storage. By lowering
building cooling demand, they also can cut GHG emissions associated with producing
electric.
To give the green roof the best chance of success, the vegetated area is comprised of 12 to 16
species of sedum. When in bloom, sedums may have clusters of white, yellow or pink flowers.

See the next two pages for perspective from those involved with the extensive green roof
system installed last summer atop this skyscraper, representing: 1) SL Green,

View from the Top

(Continued on page 2)

A Conversation with Richard W. Doornink
What are the top three things that Kemper
System America accomplished last year?
1) Establishing Kemper System as a full-service Building
Envelope provider through the integration of STS Coatings,
2) Growing Kemperol® AC Speed FR as a credible
competitor in the PMMA marketplace, and
3) Continued excellence of Kemperol Reflect 2K FR and
Kemperol 2K-PUR cold liquid-applied membrane systems.
We understand the company’s 2020 Vision as
moving toward a solutions provider for the
Building Envelope, and more of a single-source
solution for specifiers. What remains to be
done? What happens next?
We want to expand our Air Barrier material and accessory
product offerings. Plus, we want to better address all six
sides of the Building Envelope and are looking into the
transition between the roof and the wall, and the wall and
the foundation.
Are you still in acquisition mode?
We are always looking for opportunities that allow for
logical synergy with our current product offerings.

IN THIS ISSUE
View From the Top:
A Conversation with Richard W. Doornink............................. 1
Market Leadership
Four Views from a 44th Floor Green Roof ............................. 1-3
In the News:
Meet our NY Metro Team.......................................................... 4
East/West ‘Building Envelope’ Symposiums Draw Top Specifiers 5
See ‘Cool Roof’ Demos from the Deck Up.............................. 8
Reasons to Get to Know Liquid-Applied Air Barriers............. 6
Kemper System Adds Construction Sealants.......................... 7
Get Fast Answers...................................................................... 7
Trade Shows:
Talk to the Kemper System Experts......................................... 8
Avenues to Explore at A’18 Learning Lounge........................ 8
Continuing Education............................................................... 8

What about floor coatings?
We more than doubled sales of our Kemperol 022
premium interior waterproofing membrane in 2017, so
moving into floor coatings is a natural extension.
Would you venture beyond liquid-applied
building products?
We are already doing this! Kemper System Modified
Bitumen rolls have been offered for the past 18 months.
Coupled with Kemperol liquid flashings, larger roofs can
be more economically addressed. In addition to the ‘Mod
Bit’ rolls, Kemper System has partnered with some of the
best products in the roofing industry to offer all of the roof
system components in a single solution.
Do you see any trends related to terms of
sale?
As building owners keep looking to protect their buildings
from the elements and address the latest building design
trends, whole building warranties are beginning to make
inroads into the designer’s specifications and the building
owner’s desires.
Are you making any changes in distribution?
Kemper System materials are available nationwide
through distribution. The challenge is that distributors
are consolidating at a rapid pace, so we are actually
contracting the number of distribution customers while
working to maintain the number of outlets. Mitigating
that reality, Kemper System is looking for partnerships
in specialty waterproofing, exterior walls and masonry,
insulation, and commercial interior tile to assist the
growth of more niche product offerings.
Will training play a more important role in the
future?
Kemper Technical Services staff is second to none and is
always ready to assist in an installer’s success. That being
said, many of the new products are very user friendly with
very standard installation processes. We hope our products
can carry the day with superior performance and not be
100% dependent on training to determine a successful
installation.
Visit
us on

Is there any further progress on integrating
the STS Coatings acquisition?
Our integration of STS Coatings is largely complete. All
of the STS staff that came with the acquisition have
been brought into the Kemper System family in their
same or expanded role. We are really just getting started
understanding the great products that came to us
through STS and have made so many new customers and
associations through the STS marriage.
What is the prime target for Wall Guardian®
air barrier in the more moderate or cooler
climates, areas where contractors may not
be used to applying liquids, and where the
seasonal window is narrower?
Liquid-based products are seasonal products across the
board. Whether a roof coating or a wall coating, the
weather does not rule out the application, but proper care
must be taken once winter temperatures set in. In spring,
summer and fall, we are ready to go!

Richard W. Doornink
President and Managing Director
Kemper System America, Inc.
Stay connected and informed wherever you go.
Kemper System is active on social media with
multiple postings every week about our latest
products, projects and other company news.

F our Views from a 44th Floor Green Roof

2) construction management firm, Consulting Associates
of NY, Inc. (CANY), 3) green roof system consultant and
manufacturer, ZinCo USA, and 4) installer, Nations Roof,
LLC. It was installed in five to six weeks beginning
last August.
Daniel Huster Senior Project Manager,
SL Green Realty Corp.
How did this project get started?
SL Green has an on-site team that manages 1185 Avenue
of the Americas, which has 42 tenant floors and a 44th
floor roof. I handle all the construction within the building
and several others in our portfolio. In 2016, we knew
we were due for a new roof. The old (bituminous) roof
was past its warranty. It had absorbed water, and we
were showing signs of leaks in our mechanical room and
the spaces below. We engaged CANY to put together
a package to design and replace the roof system. They
specified a reinforced Kemper System waterproofing

(Continued from page 1)

membrane for the main roof, and we also asked them to
bid with a green roof on top.

Green Roof Assembly
1185 Avenue of the Americas

Green roofs are uncommon at such heights.
What convinced SL Green?
SL Green already has two buildings in New York with
green roofs – 100 Park Avenue and a vegetable garden at
1515 Broadway near Times Square. Those two green roofs
though are on setback roofs at much lower elevations.
The roof at 1185 is essentially rectangular, so this was an
opportunity. The floor plates spread the weight, and the
green roof and pavers could cover roughly 4,500 to 5,000
sf (of the 14,200 total sf). It took a while to work out the
details on the elevation, but CANY and ZinCo figured out
a design that could work.
Who reviews the sustainability aspects
of the plans?
We have a sustainability group that oversees our
portfolio. As part of our efforts, we look for opportunities
to implement best practices and to operate at higher
efficiency standards. So the sustainability group reviewed
the costs and benefits, CANY answered their questions,
and we decided a green roof made sense for us and
the tenants.
Andrew Cucciniello, Project Manager, CANY
What was the condition of the existing roof?
The existing roof was a modified bituminous system – a
torch-applied sheet on the concrete deck followed by
layers of rigid insulation, topped with cover board and
two more plies of the mod-bit. Judging by the wear, it
had been down for about 20 years. We completed a
full investigation of the assembly and found that it had
failed in a number of locations, and water had infiltrated
the layers.
What is involved with the investigation?
Typical with any investigation for us, we coordinate
with an environmental consultant, and an independent
agent who cuts holes into the main roof frame down
to the structural deck so we can understand all the
existing components. This also gives us an opportunity
to do material sampling and test for asbestos-containing
materials (ACMs). (There were none.)
What do you consider in specifying the green
roof waterproofing assembly?
When we get a project like this, there are several different
types of materials we can consider. We try to analyze the
use of the roof and what kind of traffic it will experience
in terms of mechanical equipment, people performing
maintenance and repairs, etc. Also, for a protective roof
assembly, there can be NY Energy Conservation Code
requirements for insulation.
In this case, if we were to go with a built-up roof (BUR) it
would require drainage at the surface, which would mean
tapered insulation (likely a polyisocyanurate). Tapered
insulation would drive our base flashing height halfway
up the parapet, which we could not accommodate due to
a scaffold track around the perimeter. So we selected the
liquid-applied Kemperol® 2K-PUR reinforced membrane
system which is self-flashing and installs directly to the
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deck. Since it is a fully-adhered system that can withstand
ponding water, we did not have to design for slope. A
(non-tapered) rigid-styrene insulation board sits on top.
There was also ongoing discussions with Kemper System
and ZinCo throughout our design process to assist with
the final overburden components selected for this project.
What about inspections during construction?
Our company performs QC inspections throughout the
course of construction. From existing roof material removal
and any preparation of substrates, as well as the new
roof installation, flashing details, and the overburden
placement. We have been involved with Kemper System
for about two decades. With these roof assemblies which
offer a 20-year warranty, we conduct periodic inspections
with Kemper System to make sure the installation meets
their warranty compliance requirements. We were the
applicant of record with the NY Department of Buildings,
though and are on board until the project gets closed out.
What was the biggest challenge on this
project?
We were 44 stories up in the air. This is absolutely one of
the tallest green roof placements in New York City. Once
SL Green considered the green roof idea, we got into
the analysis and design to shape the overall green roof
overburden. We had to look at the wind uplift data, and
do minor sun path studies to make sure we would have no
dark spots. We were also concerned about the placement
of the sedum carpet at that elevation, so we took some
further erosion precautions in the final placement and the
final design.

Pre-cultivated Vegetation Mat
(Sedum for extensive green roof)

Growing Media

(ZinCo Blend E)

Filter Sheet SF
Fine Water-permeable Gravel, 1 in.
Gravel-filled Drainage Layer (Floradrain® FD 25-E)
Protection Mat
Insulated Roof with Fully-adhered
Root-resistant Waterproofing

(Kemperol® 2K-PUR membrane system)

The basic green roof assembly designed by ZinCo
for the project consists of four components plus the
vegetative layer. It starts directly on top of the Kemper
System waterproofing membrane beginning with a
protective mat – a non-woven geo-textile that is rot
resistant. Second, is a 25 mm drainage board shaped
like an egg carton that both retains water and governs
water movement through the assembly. Next is a filter
fabric that separates the stored water from the fourth
component, the growing media.

Nicholas Smith, National Account Manager,
ZinCo USA
What are the primary issues with installing a
green roof at this height?
Any green roof installed at 500 ft. can invite potential
problems with horticulture, erosion and exposure. Let’s
focus on those three. To analyze exposure, we recommend
a wind study and a sun/shade study, and in this case,
CANY hired consultants to perform these tests.
Wind uplift is a major issue with the physical properties
of the green roof. We are concerned with getting the
proper ballast. In this situation, a standard engineeredmaterial assembly would not be heavy enough to protect
against a worst-case scenario. So we added significant
weight to the assembly within the cups and the drainage
elements. (See Green Roof Assembly line drawing.)
The engineered growing media is also a bit heavier
than normal.
Wind scour is a horticultural issue. It is the plant’s
ability to stay vital with continuous wind. We know after
looking at hundreds of studies that trouble spots most
often occur around the perimeter and at corners, where
you get microcurrents of fast moving or swirling air. The
conventional wisdom is that on a building over 500 ft. tall
that is going to withstand serious wind, 24 hours a day,
plants simply won’t grow at the perimeter and corners.
Erosion is similar to the issue with scour. To combat
erosion, we separated the vegetated area from the
walkway deck in many areas with an aluminum anglededge. Again, when you go from those naked walkway

sections to vegetated sections, you can get microcurrents
along the perimeter. The aluminum barrier acts as a
separation for the way the wind moves. So we make sure
the installer understands that at the edge angle, the depth
of the growing media must be exactly compacted in the
cup wells to 3 inches plus. A shallower depth may not be
significant at the center, but at the edge you must have
that specificity in quality control to safeguard against
erosion.
Once the plants are down, we place a “jute net” over the
entire assembly. Our erosion blanket is cocoa fiber so it is
biodegradable. It is really important on the perimeter that
the jute net is wrapped around the vegetation and under
the soil profile at full depth to make sure the plants have
the best chance.
What were some other ways you adapted the
green roof for this project?
One unusual thing is we infilled the drainage element with
an aggregate. That’s not totally uncommon on a green roof
assembly, but it is on sedum. We wouldn’t do that at a
lesser height, but it served as ballasting. The mineral-based
aggregates we use also wick the water saved in the cups
up into the growing media layer, which in this case had a
slightly higher dry weight (28.9 lbs/sf) than a traditional
assembly, again primarily for ballasting. Dry weight always
compromises nutritional content in the media. So you can’t
think strictly about weight, or you lose plant vitality.
Who maintains the green roof?
In the green roof business, in general, it is industry
standard to have a two-year maintenance contract, and
that’s what this roof has. Sometimes it is the installer or
the property maintenance people. Our written procedures
include photo documentation as part of the process. It is
part of our day-to-day business to evaluate what species
are growing well.
Michael Johannes, President, Nations Roof-Yonkers,
New York
Why was Nations Roof selected for this green
roof rather than an architectural landscaper?
When a realty management firm first looks at us as a
roofing and waterproofing company, they see our financial
stability and our commitment to working safely. Nations
Roof consistently ranks in the top five roofing contractors
in the U.S. We are committed to delivering comprehensive
roofing solutions. During any repair or construction project,
we understand the need to protect employees, guests
and valuable assets, and at the same time, to maintain
business operations and service levels throughout the
project. This project was completed working off-hours
and through occupied spaces that needed to be ready for
the next workday without interruption. Also, not a lot of
landscaping companies are going to carry the required
levels of insurance coverage without numerous exclusions
for such things as building height.
What about the quality of the waterproofing
installation?
Landscape contractors are not generally authorized to
install roofing and waterproofing systems. Our foreman,
project managers and installers are employees and most

have been with our company for years. Our crews are
trained and experienced in installing leak-free systems.
That includes certified training by Kemper System in the
liquid-applied reinforced membrane system used on this
project. Plus, ZinCo provided guidance on installing the
garden components and the transitions to the interlocking
paver walkways. So we can supply a ‘finished turnkey
green-roof’ with all the components, and provide the
owner with a warranted watertight installation.
Has Nations Roof installed other green roofs in
New York City?
Actually, we’ve done many garden roof installations. For
example, we successfully completed 100 Park Avenue with
SL Green which was a LEED silver project, and Via Verde,
an affordable housing complex in the Bronx. Via Verde
was former Mayor Michael Blomberg’s first initiative into
green gardens back in 2010, and they caught on. Most
new roof projects we do in the city now have some form
of hardscape and softscape.
What do you see for the future of green roofs?
We believe the market will continue to be strong for
livable roof space that improves the environment. It is also
the commitment and leadership of property owners like
SL Green to invest in these initiatives that will continue to
drive success.
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Meet our New York Metro Team

Our team is the perfect blend of seasoned technical specialists
experienced in working with architects, engineers, consultants,
contractors, building owners and property managers.

Joseph Hoekzema

Krzysztof Dobrzanski
Manager of Contractor
Services

National Project Design &
Specifications Manager

Jae Horbacz

Avi Siwlal

Jeremy Naves

NY Regional Sales
Manager

Architectural
Representative

Account
Executive

Brian Kelly

Contractor Sales
Representative

Kemper System has been revolutionizing roofing and waterproofing with our cold
liquid-applied systems since 1957. For over twenty years,we have been dedicated to
exceeding high demands for the best products and services in the New York market.

Kemper System America
777 Terrace Avenue, Suite 604 • Hasbrouck Heights, NJ 07604
www.kempersystem.net • 800-541-5455
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East/West ‘Building Envelope’
Symposiums Draw Top Specifiers
The first East Coast Building Envelope Symposium
sponsored by Kemper System America, Inc. drew about 50
top consultants and specifiers to a one-day educational
forum at the 101 Club on Park Avenue in New York City in
November 2017.
Sponsored in partnership with ZinCo USA and KEIM
Mineral Coatings of America, the symposium featured
presentations on: 1) Green Roof technology, 2)
Performance standards for air barriers, 3) Blue Roofs &
Storm Water Management, 4) Mineral silicate finishes
for masonry and concrete, and 5) Inspections for liquidapplied roofing and waterproofing membranes.
“The roots of our success are in New York, so we wanted
to give back with a co-sponsored event that would
allow participants to network and learn from multiple
perspectives,” said Richard W. Doornink, President and
Managing Director, Kemper System America, Inc. “ZinCo,
KEIM and Kemper System are all complementary.”
Also in November, Kemper System conducted a symposium
on the West Coast, hosted by Strategic Building Products,
LLC, a premier representative of commercial Building
Envelope systems at their San Leandro Training Center.
Twenty-seven designers and installers from around the San
Francisco Bay area attended. (See ‘West Coast’ caption.)
More symposiums are planned to reach other areas in
2018. Check www.kempersystem.net for dates.
Qualified attendees of the forums were eligible for
continuing education (CE) credits, including from the
American Institute of Architects (AIA), U.S. Green Building
Council, and RCI.

Staying Up-to-Date

“CE credits are helpful, but the main reason I attend is
to learn what’s new and to stay up-to-date on materials,
systems and code requirements for the building envelope,”
said Kevin Bone, Principal of Bone Levine Architects
in New York. Bone Levine has extensive experience in
architectural and structural upgrades, building additions,

exterior envelope design and maintenance, and historic
preservation. The firm has realized numerous awardwinning designs for modest residential projects and is well
known for its research on NY City’s water infrastructure.
Presenter Nicholas Smith, National Account Manager of
ZinCo USA, commented: “We received a lot of positive
feedback from attendees, including those at various
stages of green roof design.” The consulting firm has been
involved on several of the same green roof projects as
Kemper System in New York and beyond. “High-rise urban
environments are especially challenging for green roofs, so
you have to design them properly if you expect long-term
performance,” he said. (See “Four Views from a 44th Floor
Green Roof,” in this issue.)
Presenting for KEIM Mineral Coatings of America were
Technical Sales Executive Anthony Truppi and Technical
Field Specialist Perri Robinson on the topic, “Extremely
Durable, Breathable and Non-Fading Finishes for Masonry
and Concrete.”

East Coast
Attendees witnessed how to turn a roof into a reflective
Cool Roof with a new odor-free membrane from Kemper
System. NY Regional Manager Joe Hoekzema described the
action as Technical Field Representative Krzysztof Krzywonos
demonstrated how to seal the details with the liquid-applied
waterproofing system.

“This was one of the most useful and comprehensive oneday sessions about the Building Envelope I’ve attended
in the past 10 years,“ Truppi commented. “I also have
received a lot of positive feedback on the Symposium
from others since the event.”
Presenting “Blue Roofs and Storm Water Management”
for Kemper System was National Design & Specification
Manager Brian Kelly, CSI CDT, LEED Green Associate.
For over 60 years, Kemper System has been the global
industry leader in cold liquid-applied, reinforced roofing
and waterproofing, having invented the technology and
holding the first patents. Today the company offers a full
range of Building Envelope solutions to protect against
weather, preserve the integrity of surfaces, and enhance
the energy savings, comfort and value of buildings.
(Our East Coast symposium generated recent coverage
in publications such as Building Enclosure, Roofing
Contractor and Roofing magazine.)

West Coast
The symposium featured three AIA presentations: Cold
Liquid-Applied Roofing, Blue Roofing, and Air Barriers. Cold
Liquid-Applied Roofing covers the basic features, functions and
benefits of the fully-reinforced Kemperol membranes. Blue
Roofing was very applicable as San Francisco is one of the few
jurisdictions in the U.S. using Blue Roof strategies to mitigate
stormwater runoff. The presentation on Air Barriers was
followed by a live demonstration of the Wall Guardian®
Air Barrier product line.

See ‘Cool Roof’ Demos from the Deck Up
For the first time, Kemper System America, Inc. is demonstrating how to
apply new liquid-applied Cool Roof systems – from the roof deck up – at
major U.S. trade shows for the roofing industry.
Main Stage and “In Booth” demos at the International Roofing Expo in New
Orleans, Feb. 6-8, demonstrations on the Main Stage and at Kemper System
booth #425 will feature the odor-free Kemperol® Reflect 2K-FR Cool Roof
system with a Solar Reflectance Index (SRI) of 110, and the versatile new
Kempertec® odor-free joint sealant, ideal for filling cover board joints up to
a ½ inch wide. The reinforced membrane system is one of four liquid-applied
Cool Roofs now available from Kemper System.
The Kemperol Reflect 2K-FR membrane system will be applied over USG
SECUROCK® cement board and Hunter Panels H-Shield Polyiso to simulate
the actual Cool Roof rated system which also carries certifications by
both FM Global and Underwriters Laboratories for wind uplift and fire
performance. USG and Hunter Panels are long-time cover board and
insulation partners of Kemper System.

Cool Roof Demos
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Wall Guardian® FW-100A is a liquid-applied fibered-acrylic air barrier that protects against
weather and helps prevent conditions that could lead to mildew and mold.

Reasons to Get to Know Liquid-Applied Air Barriers
While there are several solutions for air barriers in
new construction projects, liquid-applied air barriers
continue to offer some distinct advantages including,
in some cases, lower installed costs. But they must
first fulfill their primary function, and not all air
barriers are created equal.
Wall Guardian® FW-100A air barrier, part of our STS
Coatings acquisition in 2016, has proven effective for
nearly a decade. The fibered-acrylic coating provides
three-way protection – air barrier, water barrier and
vapor retarder – and can be quickly applied by a standard
sprayer, roller or brush.
Excellent barrier properties translate into weather
protection, while vapor retardancy helps prevent moisture
from getting trapped inside the wall assembly and
creating conditions which could support the growth
of mildew and mold. Vapor retardancy is measured in
‘perms’ (per ASTM E96), which is short for permeance. It
is permeance through a material that lets trapped vapor
diffuse to the outside. Vapor diffusion is an important way
to control condensation within the wall system.

Measuring Performance

Specifications between products can vary widely. The
Air Barriers Association of America (ABAA) verifies that
products are tested to minimum standards per prescribed

industry test methods. Table A compares Wall Guardian
FW-100A fibered acrylic and other types of liquid-applied
air barriers. The complete Wall Guardian assembly
exceeded ASTM E2357 with an air leakage rate of just
0.0004 cfm/ft2 @ 1.57 psf – 100 times better than the
test requirement.
Some liquid products require two coats to meet industry
test requirements, which effectively doubles the labor
costs. The Wall Guardian system exceeded the standard
in a single coat at 40 mils wet film thickness (40 sf per
gallon). This makes it one of the lowest installed-cost air
barrier systems in the U.S.
Fire test ratings and code requirements are always
important. Liquid-applied air barriers dry to a thin layer,
sometimes just 20-25 mils, so there is less mass to support
combustion than other types of air barriers or materials.
Yet not all air barriers pass the NFPA 285 test, or even
report ASTM E84 fire testing.

Bottom-Line Value

While other types of air barrier systems may be the norm
in many areas of the country, liquid-applied air barriers can
be more cost-effective when compared on installed costs.
Wall Guardian FW-100A almost always covers in one coat
and can be applied above 40 degrees F. (See application
guide for details.) In most U.S. climate zones, this will

mean at least a three- or four-month application window.
So even in cooler climates, it can offer a special advantage
for many types of projects scheduled for the spring or
summer such as school expansions.
The high-performance air barrier is often specified for
low-rise projects such as offices, motels, condos, shopping
centers, warehouses, etc. where there is little or no wind
drift. With proper safeguards, the coating can also be
effective on mid-rises and taller structures. (Unlike sheet or
board type air barriers, there is no concern with wind uplift
during or after application.)
Wall Guardian FW-100A is now available nationwide
through over 400 distributors of Kemper System products,
so more architects, engineers, consultants and specifiers
can offer it as an option – and be in a better position to
win competitive bids.
(For more on this topic, see “Building Envelope Workhorses:
The growing role of liquid-applied air barriers” in the
November 2017 issue of Construction Specifier by Kemper
System Director of Product Development James Arnold,
PE, RRO, and West Coast Regional Manager Lynn Walters.
Our Wall Guardian FW-100A air barrier generated recent
coverage in publications such as: Building Enclosure,
Coatings World, Durability + Design, Engineering News
Record, For Construction Pros, Roofing Contractor and
Walls & Ceilings.)

Comparison of Fluid-Applied Air Barriers on Baseline Specifications (Table A)

Membrane

ABAAVerified
Assembly

Wall Guardian® FW-100A
Fibered acrylic

cfm / ft 2
@ 1.57 psf
(0.004 max)

Assembly Testing
ASTM E2357

Water Vapor
Permeance**
ASTM E96
(Method B)

Fire Tests
ASTM E84

NFPA 285

Coverage

VOC

Clean
Up

Wet Mils
Tested

cfm / ft 2
@ 1.57 psf
(0.04 max)

Wet Mils
Tested

(10-20 perms)

Flame
Spread

Pass/Fail

ft22/gal
/gal

gal/L

0.0001

40

0.0004

40

11.5 Perms

Flame 20
Smoke 25

Pass

40

<50

10
ext. drywall
2 Coats
CMU, OSB

17.5 Perms

Not Listed

Pass

53-100

17

Water

0.0024

65

14 Perms

Flame 15
Smoke 135

Pass

22

<160

Water

0.01

70

30 Perms

Flame 10
Smoke 25

Pass

23

35

Water

Water

Silica-fortified elastomer

Yes

0.0000

10
ext. drywall
2 Coats
CMU, SB

Elastomeric X

Yes

0.0002

65

Mineral-based synthetic

Yes

0.00158

40
No USB

Vinyl copolymer

Yes

0.0004

69

0.00078

90

13 Perms

Not Listed

No

18

20

Water

Elastomeric Y

Yes

0.00024

87

0.0008

90

36 Perms

Flame 15
Smoke 60

Pass

24

15

Water

Styrene copolymer *

No

60 to 80

12 Perms

Not Listed

No

25

20

Water

0.0108

10
ext. drywall
2 Coats
CMU, OSB

9 Perms

Flame 0
Smoke 0

Pass

35-80

10

Water

0.0021

12 to 16
Roller Only

18 Perms

Flame 10
Smoke 0

Pass

50

<30

Mineral
Spirits

Acrylic copolymer

Polyether silane

* Not evaluated by the ABAA.
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Yes

Air Permeance
Materials Testing
ASTM E2178

Yes

Yes

No
0.000002

0.00018

Not
Listed
12
ext. drywall
2 Coats
CMU,OSB
12 (Dry)

0.0011

No

** Perms rounded to nearest 0.5.

Kemper System America, Inc. now offers a family of
commercial-grade construction sealants to address a
variety of applications for the Building Envelope. The
family includes Kempertec® joint sealant and three proven
GreatSeal® brands acquired from STS Coatings in 2016.

“We strongly
believe in giving
our contractors,
distributors and the
design community
one solution for
protecting the
Building Envelope,
top to bottom, inside
and out.”
- Richard W. Doornink
President and Managing Director
Kemper System America, Inc.
Kempertec joint sealant

A new addition to the Kempertec primer line of substrate
preparation products for use with Kemperol® systems. It
quickly fills gaps between cover board or plywood joints
and around penetrations to ready surfaces for the primer.

Kempertec joint sealant saves
applicators from the multi-step
process of mixing and applying a
primer/sand slurry mix in joints. It
cures in less than three hours, and is
then ready for the next step of full
Kempertec primer application.

GreatSeal PE-150
multi-purpose joint
sealant

GreatSeal LF-500 liquid flashing
Ideal for rooftop flashing, maintenance and
repair applications. The high-performance high-build
polyether sealant can be applied via brush, trowel or
gun. The single-component polymer can bond even on
damp surfaces and to such roof materials as metal,
wood, masonry, plastic, fiberglass, glass, and foam
insulation. It also has excellent weathering
properties, with a service range of -40 ºF to 200
ºF (-40 ºC to 93 ºC), for a long-lasting seal.

A versatile, highperformance product
that forms long-lasting
weathertight seals. The
indoor/outdoor sealant can
be applied in cold weather
and adheres even on damp
surfaces. It is ideal for
sealing joints in roofing,
walls and masonry, as well
as for closing gaps around
penetrations, flashings,
windows and doors.

Our expanded family of construction
sealants generated recent coverage in
publications such as Coatings World
and For Construction Pros.

Based on a next-generation
polyether sealant, the
single-component sealant
contains no solvents and
very low VOCs. It exhibits
GreatSeal® PE-150
excellent weathering
properties with a service range of -40 ºF to 200 ºF
(-40 ºC to 93 ºC), movement capability of +/- 25%,
and zero shrinkage.

GreatSeal LT-100
liquid tape

Compatible with Wall
Guardian® FW-100A liquidapplied fibered acrylic air
barrier and a key component
of the ASTM 2357-compliant
Wall Guardian Air Barrier
system. It seals the lineal,
board-to-board joints of
gypsum sheathing, EPS,
fiberboard and plywood
while remaining flexible to
move with the building. It
can be used to seal outer
penetrations under ¼ in.
The 100% solids, solventfree polyether formulation
forms a seamless, monolithic
exterior working surface. Its
distinctive blue color allows
for quick verification that
GreatSeal® LT-100
seams and gaps are
effectively sealed. It skins in one hour, moisture-cures
completely in 3 to 7 days depending on conditions,
and is paintable within 24 hours.
Kempertec® Joint Sealant

Get fast answers

Free iOS app features a roofing calculator
Download our new iOS mobile app to get fast answers for the full line of
roofing, waterproofing and surfacing products from Kemper System America.

Download the
Free App

• Product and safety data sheets
• Application procedures
• Guide specs
• Marketing literature
• FAQs
• Local rep
The app also features a calculator to quickly quantify product needs.
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2018 Trade Shows
Talk to the Kemper System Experts

International Roofing Expo
February 6-8 (New Orleans)
Booth #425

RCI Expo
March 22-27 (Houston)
Booth #401

ABAA Conference & Trade Show
May 8-9 (Salt Lake City)
Booth #38

Avenues to Explore at A’18
Learning Lounge

A’18 Conference on Architecture
June 21-23 (New York City)
Booth #1015

“Performance Standards and Code Requirements for Air Barrier Systems”
Credit Designation: AIA/CES 1.0 LU|HSW
Thursday: 10:30 - 11:30 a.m. and 2:15 - 3:15 p.m.
Friday: 10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

Experts from Kemper System will present four timely topics at the new Learning Lounge
sessions Thursday and Friday, June 21st and 22nd at A’18, the AIA’s Conference on
Architecture, in New York City.

“Cold Liquid-Applied Roofing & Waterproofing Systems”
Credit Designation: AIA/CES 1.0 LU|HSW
Thursday: 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
Friday: 4 - 5 p.m.
“Blue Roofs and Storm Water Management”
Credit Designation: AIA/CES 1.0 LU|HSW
Thursday: 4 - 5 p.m.
Friday: 12:30 - 1:30 p.m.
“Green, Blue and White and Its Applicability to Sustainable Design”
Credit Designations: AIA/CES 1.0 LU|HSW
Friday: 2:15 - 3:15 p.m.

C ontinuing Education
Schedule a Lunch ‘n’ Learn
In addition to the four courses listed in the A’18 story, Kemper System experts also present live sessions on
these topics at architect, consultant, specifier, distributor and customer locations. Lunch ‘n’ Learns also offer
continuing education credits. Visit the Kemper System website (www.kempersystem.net), or call for more
information and scheduling 800-541-5455
“Using Radiant Heat Barriers to Manage Heat Gain, Increase Building Occupant Comfort, and Reduce Energy Costs”
Credit Designation: 1.0 LU|HSW
“Sustainable Roofing Strategies: Fighting the Effects of Urban Heat Island”
Credit Designation: 1.0 LU|HSW
“Technical Inspections for Liquid Resin Roofing & Waterproofing Membranes”
Credit Designations: AIA/CES 1.5 LU|HSW & 1.5 RCI CEH

Sustainability Course
Goes Online

Just a click away on ARCAT.com

Kemper System’s popular roofing course, “Sustainability
from the Top: Blue, White and Green,”is now available on
demand through AEC Daily online. The course assesses the urban environmental issues of
stormwater runoff and heat islands, and describes how their impact can be mitigated by
blue, white, and green roofs.
To start the self-paced course: Visit www.AECdaily.com, click the Continuing Education
tab, and type “Kemper System” in the search bar, or follow this URL: http://bit.ly/AECDailyKemperSystem. Look for more roofing courses to be available through AEC Daily.
NORTH AMERICAN HEADQUARTERS
1200 North America Drive
West Seneca, NY 14224
Tel: (716) 558-2971
Toll Free: (800) 541-5455
www.kempersystem.net

KEMPER SYSTEM CANADA, Inc.
6345 Netherhart Road, Unit # 4
Mississauga, ON, L5T 1B8
Canada
Tel: (905) 624-5463
www.kempersystem.ca

For instant access to our product
information including complete
CSI 3-part specifications,
visit ARCAT.com or download
the ARCAT app.
(Note: Kemper System is not
partnered with ARCAT.)

KEMPER SYSTEM MÉXICO
Manzanillo No. 123 Int. 602 Altos
Roma Sur, Cuauhtémoc, DF, Mexico 06760
Tel. +52 55 71559427
Toll Free: (800) 541-5455
www.kempersystem.mx

All information and statements contained herein are believed to be accurate, but Kemper System America, Inc., its agents and/or affiliates make no warranty with respect thereto, including but not limited to any
results to be obtained or the infringement of any proprietary right. Improper and unauthorized use or application of such information or statements or the material or systems described herein is at user’s sole
discretion and risk, and consequently user acknowledges that Kemper System America, Inc. shall bear no responsibility or liability for same. Nothing herein shall be construed as a license of or recommendation for
use which infringes any proprietary right. All sales are subject to Kemper System America, Inc.’s Standard Terms and Conditions of Sale, including but not limited to its Limited Warranty.
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